Extensive subcutaneous emphysema after extraction of a mandibular third molar: a case report.
Surgical emphysema is an uncommon but potentially serious complication of third molar removal and other oral procedures. The purpose of this case report is to remind dentists of the risk of surgical emphysema. Surgical emphysema developed in a 32-year-old female after removal of a mandibular third molar using a high-speed dental hand-piece. Because of the extent of the swelling, the patient was admitted for observation. Because of progressive swelling, a submandibular surgical incision and drainage was performed, which led to rapid resolution. The diagnosis and differential diagnosis of surgical emphysema are discussed to draw dentists' attention to the management and prevention of this complication.